TEACHING   IN   THE   INFANTS*   SCHOOL

(2) Whether we have one or two classes for the age range
five to six. In large schools there will probably be two
classes, one for children from five to five and a half years,
and one for the children from five and a half to six years,
while in smaller schools children of the whole age range may
be found in one class.

If we have a class of five-year-old entrants, the pro-
gramme of activities should approximate very closely to
that of the nursery class for some time. Although
many of the children may come from comfortable
homes and have had plenty of toys and picture books,
yet few of them will have had the opportunity for play
with children of the same age, thus learning to co-
operate with others, share toys or take turns with
gymnastic apparatus, Again, their activity has often
been restricted by space; the small house, the little
flat without a garden usually means that a child has no
play place of his own, he must often play, very "'tidy"
kinds of games, he can never work uninterruptedly with
some absorbing type of construction. His toys may
have been too elaborate, and elaborate toys do not
lend themselves to the .play of constructive imagination
and fantasy. These children need the opportunity for
free muscular activity with gymnastic apparatus and
toys of the runabout type, to develop fearlessness and a
spirit of adventure; they need floor building, play with
. sand and water, work with wood, hammer and nails.
As they are older than the nursery children, they will
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